
MINUTES OF THE FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 

HELD ON 30 OCTOBER 2008, IN W/HILL MEMORIAL HALL 

 

Present Cllrs  M.J.Raszpla (Chairman) 

          M.J.Bayley 

          Mrs M. Seymour 

Clerk M.S.Green 

 

Apologies Cllrs D.J. Baker,  M.A.Morley 

 

Appointment of 

Chairman 

Cllr Raszpla was elected as Chairman at the Council Meeting on 18 Sep 08. 

 

1. Check Of 

Accounts 

The Chairman confirmed that he had carried out all the necessary checks and that the 

account was in good order.   

 

2. Summary of 

Accounts as at 

30 Sep 08  

 

The attached Summary was reviewed and agreed.   

 

3.    Expenditure & 

       Income table 

The attached Table was reviewed and agreed.   

 

 

4.    Burial Grants Recommended: Penn Church, £1,000; Penn St Church, £400; W/Hill Methodist, £300 

 

5. Requests for  

      donations 

Recommended £50 for each of the following: Air Ambulance; Chilterns Citizens 

Advice Bureau; Age Concern Bucks; Bucks Playing Fields Assoc.; Open Spaces 

Society Green Alert campaign. 

 

6.   Capital Projects W/Hill Play Area:  Project cost is £31,700.  A bid has been submitted to Veolia for 

£25,248 which assumes W/Hill Res Assoc. is giving £2,000 and the Parish Council 

£4,452.  Securon may give an extra item of equipment.  Target completion date 

spring 2009 so no expenditure this current financial year. 

Penn Church wall:  No expenditure until 2009/10 

Penn St school field hedge with A404:  Awaiting Council decision as to whether it 

should go ahead. 

 

7. Grass-cutting  

      contract 

The 3-year fixed price contract with CTR Maintenance has been working extremely 

well and there is no hesitation in recommending its continuation for next year. 

We have to add 5 cuts for the W/Hill Football Club pitch  

 

8. Sale of Stony  

Lane 

 The would-be purchaser has not yet agreed to the price and legal costs. 

 

 

9. W/Hill track  

      easement 

The owner of the plot has agreed to meet the £400 cost for a valuation of the 

easement by the District Valuer.   

 

10. Financing a  

      new Parish  

      Council Office 

We still await agreement in principle from CDC’s planners.  The Diocesan Registrar, 

who would represent both the PCC and the Diocese, has suggested that that each side 

appoints a valuer asking them to agree a fair rent taking account of all the factors 

involved.  Either the church put up the capital and charge us a straightforward rent or 

if we put up the capital, we wouldn't actually pay any rent until our capital 

contribution had been notionally repaid over say 20 or 30 years.   At that stage the 

new office would be fully owned by the church and we would then pay the full 

agreed rent. 



The cost of a simple extension could be of the order of £30,000 - 40,000.  A 20 year  

fixed-rate loan through the Public Works Loan Board would cost currently £3,110 pa 

and we would be repaying £62,191.  However it is recommended that we use 

the £33,354 in our SLB Fixed Rate bond a/c and then precept for extra to 

gradually build up a capital balance. 
 

11. Clerk’s salary  

      & allowances 

The recommended NALC scales are only 0.5p/hr less than we have assumed.  This 

would reduce the Clerk’s salary by 15p per week and it is recommended that it is not 

worth drawing up a new agreement. 

 

12. Annual Audit Mazars have confirmed by telephone that the account has been cleared and we await 

formal confirmation. 

13. Review 

Financial 

Regulations 

There was some discussion about whether Table 3.2 should be amended to take 

account of the grass-cutting contract , but it was decided to leave any such review 

until the 3-year contract came up for review in 2 year’s time.  No other amendments 

were proposed. 

 

14. Risk 

Assessment 

policy 

There was discussion of the following matters: 

Annual bonfire -  We should ask Came & Co for confirmation that if, despite all the 

arrangements made with the Residents Association and notices displayed on the site, 

someone let off fireworks on the common at any time, that the Parish Council would 

not be liable.  Depending on the response we could ask the Res Assoc to have 

marshals actively deterring any fireworks. 

Annual tree inspection  -  Pete Whipp has agreed to carry this out. 

PAT testing Clerk’s office  -  A quote for £50 was agreed. 

Fire-proof safe  -   It was agreed not to purchase Bowyer’s 2-drawer cabinet safe 

(£580) until the idea of a new office was either abandoned or it was built. 

 

15. Web site review Ask Brian Lock for a review at the November Council meeting 

 

16. Co-option of a 

Councillor 

This will be done at the start of the November Council meeting. 

 

 

17. New Model 

Publication 

Scheme 

In 2002 we adopted a Model Publication Scheme under the Freedom of Information 

Act 2000.   It has now been developed and amended but is not vastly different and is 

in force from 31 Dec 08.  Adopt the revised version at our November Council 

Meeting. 

    

18. Review of 

Members 

Allowances 

No change in our existing position is recommended.  i.e. that  we make no basic or 

travel allowance to members and continue the basic allowance to the Chairman of 

£200. 

19. Standards 

Committee 

The CDC Standards Committee has taken on responsibility for many complaints that 

formerly went to the national body and are looking for more parish councillor 

representatives. 

20. KG Rec Gd 

      Quotes 

Tom Barron’s quotes for work highlighted in the Wicksteed inspections were 

considered and were approved subject to discussion with Cllr Baker on the football 

grass and advice from Cllr Bayley on timber for the bench repair 

21. Binding  

Council 

Minutes 

It was noted that two volumes worth of Council minutes need to be bound. 

 

 


