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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PENN PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD ON 16 SEPTEMBER 2010 IN THE WINCHMORE HILL MEMORIAL HALL 

 
Present Cllrs Mrs M.Seymour (Chairman) 

         Mrs S. E.Allen 

         D.J.Baker 

         Mrs K.Dicker 

         B.Lock 

         M.A.Morley 

         C.Pointon-Taylor 

         M.J.Raszpla 

          

    Clerk M.S.Green 

    

Apologies Cllrs  M.J.Bayley, A.S.Hardie, M.Newth-West  

 

 

Minute No 82 

Democratic 

Quarter Hour 

 

Cllr David Schofield reported that shortage of funds dominated every discussion 

at County.   He will continue to press on highway matters. 

 

Minute No 83 

Minutes of Meeting 

Held on 15 July10 

 

 

The Minutes were agreed and signed by the Chairman 

Minute No 84 

Matters Arising 

From Minutes 

 

It was agreed that all matters would be covered in Committee reports 

Minute No 85 

Reports From                      

Committees 

Highways  -  There had not been a meeting since 14 Jul 10, but the following 

matters were discussed: 

Forty Green Walkway – Our application for a Certificate of Lawfulness has twice  

been returned for more information, which we are now trying to get from  

Jacobs.  We still await legal advice on land ownership.  It is hoped to be able to  

have all the necessary information for a decision at the November Council  

meeting. 

Community Gang task s  – Colin Jenkins called at the Parish Office and we up- 

dated the list of tasks for the Gang which will be circulated with his comments. 

Seeley’s Estate connecting  paths  -  We have asked Beaconsfield Town Council  

why there would be any advantage in making these short tarmac paths Definitive  

paths, but have not received any response. 

Church Road closure  - We have not had a report from Ken Moloughney. 

Potters Cross Pond  -  Mark Averill of County Highways undertook to get the  

pond cleaned out.  He has not done so.  

Circular Walks  -  Cllr Baker reported that he had walked 54 out of the 72 paths in 

the parish.  Simply Walk, a volunteer group which encourages people to walk has  

been in touch, but he is already organising walks. 

Next meeting  -  is on Tuesday 5 October. 

Marrods Bottom  -  the corner with Fagnall Lane is badly flooded. 

 

Planning  -  There have been three meetings with 27 applications of which we 

have commented on six.   These were briefly reviewed.  

Local Listing  -  Wycombe District Council are embarking on a Local List of 

buildings not formally Listed, but nonetheless of local importance and worth 

giving additional protection.  Since we have a Joint Conservation Area divided 

between WDC and CDC,  we asked CDC if they would take part, but a lack of 

funds and of qualified personnel does not allow this.    However, they have asked 
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to be alerted to buildings of this kind when applications are being considered. 

Meeting with Richard Turnbull  -  We still await suggested dates from him. 

P&TG Football Club  -  The Enforcement Officer should be alerted to floodlights 

which still do not have the shielding as promised earlier and to the removal of a 

section of hedge to provide access into Putts Lane which is contrary both to a 

specific planning condition and to the lease. 

 

Recreation & Open Spaces  -  There had been no meeting, but the 

following matters were discussed: 

W/Hill bonfire  -  Fencing and notices prohibiting the bonfire should be put up by 

mid-October and the Residents Association alerted. 

W/Hill common trees  -  The Eucalyptus next to the play area has died and two 

native wild cherry trees have been proposed with appropriate protection.   This 

was agreed in principle, but further discussion on the type of trees is needed since 

cherry tree roots might be problem. 

Penn Street Common trees  -  The Cricket Club has asked to be allowed to do 

some work on trees around their pitch.  A meeting has been arranged. 

Penn Street Cricket Club licence  -  This has been completed and it was agreed 

that the legal costs should be shared (£368 each).  The licence includes absolving 

the Parish Council of any liability for insurance claims related to Club cricket.   

Penn Street Cricket liability claim  -  Our insurers are investigating a claim by a 

club cricketer who was injured whilst playing cricket on the common.  The 

question was asked whether our liability, which covers accidents on the common, 

includes organised club activity of this kind. 

W/Hill Football Club licence  -  It was agreed that a licence was needed and that 

the cost should be shared.  

Widmer Pond bench  -  CWPC has asked us to contribute £383 towards the cost of 

a replacement for an existing bench.  However, it was agreed that repair and 

cleaning of the bench would be a much cheaper option.  We should also point out 

that in the last few months, we have paid £1,180 to maintain trees on our shared 

border (£600 on Penn Common and £580 by Pistles Pond)  

Widmer Pond perimeter path -  Manor Estates has considerable experience in such 

projects and following a site meeting, has been asked to submit proposals. 

Widmer Pond fishing  -  A plea has been received to stop any fishing because the 

hooks and lines of the fishermen are entangling ducks, sometimes with fatal 

consequences.  This was discussed at length and it was concluded that it was 

important that fishing should continue. It was agreed that the problem centered 

mainly about careless boys who needed supervision and instruction.  An article 

will be put in Village Voice.   A view was expressed that there were too many 

serious fishermen crowding out visiting residents.  It was noted that the periodic 

netting of fish is intended to reduce the attraction of large fish, especially carp. 

Penn Street Pond  -  New Zealand Pygmy weed (Crassula) has reappeared in some 

quantity and we will need advice on how to get rid of it. 

Chiltern Society pond clearance -  Widmer Pond – Sat. 13 November;  Gawde 

water Sat. 4 December. 

Penn Street Knotweed  -  This is still a problem in the former church field. 

Penn Street walk to school path  -  The ownership map attached to the liability 

agreement with the County Council has not yet been amended to show our 

ownership of the church field. 

Play Area inspection reports  -  Copies of the 2 Sep 10 report were given to local 

members for their comment.   A promising solution to the constantly recurring 

problem of bark levels  and quality at Knotty Green could be Ecoscape, a rubber 

compound which can be laid over the bark.  Quotes have been requested from 

Manor Estates.   The inspector has agreed to reduce the risk level of the KG pond 

from MH to M.  He accepts that we have replaced the gate with a fence and have 

two notices warning parents.  The concern about small children running in to the 

road through the open entrance to the pavilion has been met by installing a new 
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gate 

Beacon Hill plots  -  A request to be allowed to put up a greenhouse was agreed 

after careful discussion of the pros and cons.  It should be small with 

encouragement to share and agreement in writing to remove it when the tenancy 

ended.  

Woodbridge Alley  -  The hedge is very over-grown and the agent , Mr Michael 

Burnett, who says he is no longer the owner, but is merely the contact, says the 

owner refuses to have it cut , but that we can do it ourselves, ‘naturally, at the 

Parish Council’s own cost’.  It was agreed that we should alert Highways to the 

problem on the roadside and ask the District Council to serve an amenity notice 

requiring the owner to cut the hedge where it is growing into our land. 

Parking on Elm Road verge  -  Some progress has been made after speaking to 

householders concerned.  They are all tenants, and the co-operation of the Penn 

Estate may be needed in two cases. 

Knotty Green allotments  -  are in their usual apple- pie order with a waiting list. 

Joint meeting with CWPC  -  The last meeting was on 20 Jan 10 and we should 

arrange the next one from late October. 

 

 

Finance & General Purposes  -  There had been no meeting but the 

following matters were discussed: 

External Audit  -  Mazars have signed the Audit Return confirming that there are 

no matters giving them cause for concern 

Internal Auditor  - has given notice of his intention to increase his charge from 

£150 to £200. 

Annual Risk Assessment  -  We need a meeting in the near future to consider the 

changed circumstances of the new office. 

Queensway  -  WDC has asked for our agreement to using the land for allotments.  

CWPC are arranging a meeting of all the owners with WDC with a particular 

interest in who will be allowed to use the plots.  

Local referendums to veto Council tax rises  -  This is a proposal by the 

government and we have sent our comments arguing that this provision would not 

be applicable to a parish council of our size. 

The Bucks Debate  -  There is a meeting to discuss priorities for County Council 

expenditure tomorrow, 17 September, at Butlers Court. 

Citizens Advice Bureau  -  A request by the local Bureau to give a presentation 

before a Council meeting was not agreed because of the time it would take, but a 

written presentation was welcomed. 

2011 National census -  Local Councils are going to be asked to help make people 

aware of the census and its importance. 

 

 

 

Minute No 86 

Parish Office 

    The final invoice from Hughenden Builders is some £3,500 over budget 

    and it was agreed that Cllr Bayley and the Clerk should review it and make 

    recommendations 

 

 
Minute No 87 

Accounts for 

Payment 

 

The list of cheques was approved. 

Minute No 88 

Date of Next 

Meeting 

The next meeting will be held at 8 pm on Thursday 18 November 2010, in the  

Penn Street Village Hall. 
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